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The Seed Guardian Network (Red de Guardianes de Semillas, RGS ) is a not
for profit, grassroots organization that works for the conservation and use of traditional
organic seeds and related knowledge i n the Tropical Andes, aiming to build a
sustainable future.

We believe that without the culture that supports it, the seed is nothing but an
empty receptacle. Thus we research, preserve and promote old & new skills that can
help us build a sustainable fut ure, such as nutrition, alternative economics, natural
building and appropriate technologies .

RGS is formed by people who work directly with nature, organic production,
and local culture. Seed Guardians, as we call them, are heirs to a very ancient cultur e,
living in one of the more important hotspots of agricultural diversity. The incredible
genetic and cultural wealth of the Tropical Andes is being lost today at an alarming rate,
and thus the Seed Guardians’ work is a most needed one.

VOLUNTEERING IN FINCA SARITA AND
SARAMPION COMUNITY

Volunteers on this program will work in Finca Sarita for a period of one year,  being
able as well to work and have a deeper contact with Sarampion  community.

FINCA SARITA

www.redsemillas.org


Located at 50 meters above sea level, on the coastal plains of Manabí province, Finca
Sarita offers one of the best examples of sustainable development at family level in
Ecuador. Servio Pachard, owner of the farm, inherited it from his father and chose to
stay and develop it using agroeco logy and permaculture, as a way to show his
community a viable alternative to current destructive practices.

Finca Sarita is part of the agricultural zone called Sarampión, nearby the little city of
Calceta.  Climate is very dry for most of the year, with a little rainy season. Traditional
products from the region include rice, tropical fruits , peanut and maize.

In Finca Sarita you can find a very diverse “huerta” (vegetable garden), animal tractors,
a fruit orchard and nearby rice fields, all under full  organic cultivation practices. Houses
are made of bamboo and wood, using traditional techniques with palm -leaves roofs.
Food is largely based on vegetables and fruits, with optional meat from free range
poultry and cattle, using a mixture of traditional M anabí cuisine and modern vegetarian
recipes.

Finca Sarita takes a maximum of 5 volunteers at a time, providing a homely and close to
the country experience.

Activities:

 Learn how to make chocolate
 Use the "Bunque" for hand peeling rice and coffee
 Learn traditional soapmaking
 Make banana vinegar
 Extract oil from oil seeds using our press
 Make artesan crafts in our workshop using local materials (Tagua, Bamboo,

Real Palm, Mate Gourds, Coconut Shells, etc)
 Make organinc fertilizer (Biol) and Soil Amendment s (Rice hull carbon)
 Harvest/Plant/Process/Prepare Peanuts, Coffee, Cacao, Corn, Tobacco, Rice,

Sugar Cane, Yucca, Bananas, Papayas, and much more!
 Make Wine and Rum
 Assist in the feeding and care of the pig, rabbit, goats, chickens and dogs

 Plant nursery
 Reforestation with guadua and other native species.
 Environmental education in Town´s School.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE:

The first requirement for this volunteering program is the will to learn about
sustainability, and the curiosity and respect for local cul tures.

At RGS we are very clear that we want a sharing of experiences among equals.
So we look for people prepared to listen and learn with humility, understanding deeply



the local reality, before giving advice and providing solutions. The solutions must rise
from the local culture. Volunteers are important because they can serve as cultural
bridges, helping local people to understand the western world.

Volunteers will have the opportunity of experimenting traditional ways of life in
different regions of Ecuador. They will be part of daily activities of families and
communities.

We value volunteers that establish an exchange of knowledge, which means that
meanwhile they learn, they also share things they know or are good for.

Some important characteris tics for volunteers are:
o Willing to do hard work in agriculture , carpentry, building. No previous training

is needed.
o Willing to awake before dawn, when needed.
o In all places sanitation is complete, but requires a certain adaptation from the

volunteer, having wood / cane structures, dry compost toilets, cold water, etc.
o Volunteers must be clean and organized, taking care of their own places.
o Volunteers are expected to help in cleaning and house chores, cooking, etc.
o We prefer non smokers and people who co nsume only small quantities of

alcohol. Drugs are not allowed.
o We respect political and religious choices, and expect the same from volunteers.

Local societies are very traditional, thus we kindly ask an understanding of local
realities, before voicing carefully personal opinions.

Volunteers need to be interested in at least one of the following topics:
o Permaculture,
o Agroecology,
o Seed procesing and conservation,
o Fair trade sistems,
o Renewable energies,
o Apropiated technologies,
o Animal caring,
o Natural alimentation.

The appropriated age to apply on this program is between 18 and 30 years old.


